My name is Keith Silver.  I am a businessman here in Anchorage and have been for over 30 years.  I am here to add my voice to that of many to encourage you to continue to hold OCS lease sales.  
Alaska finds itself at a crossroads.  The Trans Alaska Pipeline is only a 1/3 full.  With a 6-7% annual decline in production and no significant projects starting up on state land, oil from federal lands and waters are critical to the long term viability of TAPS.  The approximately 27 billion barrels of oil and 132 trillion cubic feet of natural gas are too valuable to leave stranded in the ground.  
From an environmental point of view, nobody regulates more than the United States.  If we do not recover the resources here under the tight scrutiny of the Department of the Interior, EPA, and Core of Engineers, then the oil companies will go somewhere else.  No matter where they go, the standards will not be as stringent.  We should not force the companies to invest elsewhere. For every barrel of oil America refuses to develop domestically, it will have little choice but to import an equal amount from areas overseas with less environmental oversight.  As world citizens, that would not responsible.
From a domestic security point of view, the Alaska OCS is potentially the largest area of untapped oil and gas resource in the United States.  It’s potential is estimated to be about twice that of all the oil produced on the North Slope to date.  The recent developments in Eqypt, Tunisia, Libya, Bahrain and likely the whole Middle East point out the short sightedness of the current policy-deny, delay and don’t drill.  Iran is rattling its sabers by transiting the Suez Canal with their Navy.  Analysts’ who know the Middle East are telling us that Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Lebanon, Yemen, and Syria are not far behind.  We do not have time to wait.

Economically it also makes great sense to develop our resources in lieu of spending as we did in 2010, $260 billion overseas for crude.  This accounts for nearly ½ of our country’s trade deficit.  That was at $78 per barrel.  At $100/barrel that would make it over $333 billion.   
Thank you for your time.
