June 2011

James Kendall, Regional Director

Alaska OCS Region

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement

3801 Centerpoint Drive, Suite 500

Anchorage, Alaska 99503

RE: Comments on Revised Draft SEIS, Lease Sale 193 Chukchi Sea

Dear Mr. Kendall:

For the third time now, I am writing to express support for oil and gas development in the Chukchi Sea and to urge the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation, and Enforcement (BOEMRE) to proceed with Lease Sale 193.  I mean no offense to you personally, but these supposed hearings seem to be a joke. The bureau puts on a little show to appear like they are listening and then they return to their offices and do whatever they can to prevent development of our natural resources.  

The current administration talks about wanting to increase domestic energy production; however actions speak louder than words and the actions of the administration and the bureau have been strangling almost all aspects of the domestic energy producing industries.

For example holding lease sales, then accepting millions of dollars from said lease sales, then refusing to allow any development on these same leases. What is the point of even holding lease sales in the first place? To give the false appearance of support of domestic energy production and to raise money for the federal government. Beyond that the sales to date seem to be very disingenuous. 

The Revised Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) for Lease Sale 193 represents a thorough analysis of the concerns raised by those who oppose oil and gas development on Alaska’s Outer Continental Shelf.  Now that the Lease Sale 193 has been fully reviewed, I ask BOEMRE to move promptly to finalize this process so that Americans can realize the benefits of increased domestic production.

Offshore oil and gas development in the Chukchi Sea, as well as the Beaufort Sea, has the potential to help the United States meet its energy demand, create jobs, and grow the economy.  Proceeding with Lease Sale 193 is in the best interest of all Americans.  There has been ample opportunity for environmental review and public input on Lease Sale 193.  Therefore, upon conclusion of this public comment period, I urge BOEMRE to move forward so that Americans can reap the economic and energy security benefits of Alaska’s Outer Continental Shelf.

Sincerely,
Reed Christensen

