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What do you call it when
the 3rd grade gitl in the caf-
eteria reaches mnto the boy’s
tray across the table and takes
his cookie? In the real world
we would say, “She stole his
cookiel” i« 4

When the Federal
government  takes
your stuff, we gra-
ciously refrain from
calling it theft; instead,
we say, “the govern-
ment  overreached
its authority”.

‘But « what 1f
the type: of “over-
reach”

government . prac-
tices in Alaska threatens our

future?. What would you do

next?

We can be thankful that ‘

a state advisory commission
charged with looking at such
challenges is acting to define
the pro%lem and develop 50~
lutions.

the federal By Dave Harbour

ing’

- Senator
On: Monday and Tuesday« '

this week the state govern
ment’s  Citizens’ Advisory
Commission on Federal Ar-
eas convened a summit to
explore the nature of federal
overreach here and what
should be done about
it
- According to the
summit’s  invitation
to the public, its pur-
. pose is
cuss, document
and highlight areas
where the relation-
ship with federal
government  agen-
cles with respect
~ to the management
of Alaska’s land and natural
resources may be deteriorat-
9
The speaker roster in-
cluded some unusually well
informed experts on state-
federal relationships, includ-
ing Governor Sean Parnell,
Lisa Murkowskr

“...to dis-

and Attorney General Mi-
chael Geraghty. Sometime
this week, the organizers
will be placmg these histori-
cal presentations on line at:
www.cafa.cventbrite.com.
However, even before the
summit convenes, we can

make note of several points

that may improve our under-
standing of this issue:

First. President Eisen-
hower’s signing of our State-

hood Proclamation on Janu-

ary 3, 1959, following an act
of Congress, adoption of our
constitution and a vote of the
people, composed the “State-
hood Compact”. Until 1959,
opponents of statehood had
argued that Alaska couldn’t
pay its own way. This is one
of the reasons that Alaska
was granted over 100 ‘million
acres of its own — more than

any other state — in addition
it purchased from the federal
government in good faith re-

to 90% of mineral leasmg rey-

_enue on federal lands.
Congressman Don Young, '

Seeo_nd - Over the years,

. Act, Endangered Speci
among others.

 that did not exist at the
- of statehood.

 selves the enviror
above wcre wel

. lines.comwe have documente
over the last decade a steady
increase in the heavy hand of .

the federal government’s nat-

ural resource bureaucracies
grew as Congress enacted the

Clean Air Act, Clean ‘Water

each act came mor
tions, restrictions o

Third. - -'?’In'»

federal overreach

Here are several examples:
- The Envrronmental Protec-

tion Agency’s (EPA) delay

of Shell’s reasonable apphca
tions for Clean Air Act

mits to explore the Chu chr
and Beaufort Seas on leases

sulted in unjustified delays in

rE achmg its authorlty in AIaska"

 Shell’s explorauon programs

The EPA has — many think,
illegally — used the Clean
Water  Act to  determine
whether it should stop a min-
ing project on Alaska state

 lands before that project has
- even filed a Fermrt applica-

tion or plan o development

- The U.S. Fish and Wlldhfe
Service (USFWS) designated
187,166 square miles as a crit-
ical habitat for polar bears. It
has urged restricted access to
the small sliver of land desig-

‘nated by Congress for oil and

gas activity within the Arctic

" National Wildlife Refuge

. The Bureau of Land Man-
agement closed half of the

ational Petroleum Reserve
Alaska to oil and gas explora-
tion and development while it

_ has refused for years to clean
up federal drilling debris and

hazardous waste that govern-
ment drilling created in the

Chairman of the Regulatory

‘ thg%edztors

petroleum reserve, ,
Yes, federal overreach

endangers Alaska’s abrhty to
economically survive. Oil
from federal and state lands is |

“needed to keep the ¥ empty \

Trans Alaska Pipeline System
(TAPS) from drying up. If
TAPS goes down, it would
take 90% of Alaska’s operat-

ing budget and over half of

Alaska’ s economy with i it.
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