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Good evening. My name is Carl Portman, Deputy Director of the Resource Development Council for Alaska. RDC urges the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management to affirm Lease Sale 193 as held in 2008. We believe the SEIS provides sufficient information and analysis to support a decision affirming the sale.



OCS oil and gas development is absolutely critical to Alaska’s future economy. With the Trans-Alaska Pipeline System now running at one-third capacity, exploration blocked in ANWR, and non-development activists working toward Wilderness designations in the National Petroleum Reserve, nothing less than Alaska’s future economy is at stake. 


The responsible development of potentially immense oil and gas deposits in the Chukchi Sea would significantly boost the economy and extend the life of the oil pipeline. Without new federal oil production, TAPS could be uneconomic to operate at some point in the next decade.


Between ANWR, NPR-A, and the Alaska OCS, there could be nearly 40 billion barrels of oil in place. By comparison, 16 billion barrels of oil have been produced on state lands across the North Slope in 33 years. The sustainability of TAPS and our economy will largely depend on some combination of oil production from these federal areas, which represent the nation’s best onshore and offshore prospects for major discoveries. 


If there is no oil and gas development in ANWR or in the Chukchi Sea, and the best prospects in NPR-A are ultimately taken off the table, the federal government must then accept the consequences, including heavier reliance on foreign oil, soaring trade deficits, a weaker and more vulnerable national economy, and compromised national security. For Alaskans, our future will be bleak with the state losing 90 percent of its revenue base. 

Not developing federal oil in Alaska makes no sense from an economic and energy security stand point, especially given the fact that America imports over 60 percent of its oil, and at a great cost. 


OCS development in Alaska would generate hundreds of billions of dollars in royalty and tax revenues and aid the nation’s economic recovery by reducing the national debt, cutting the trade deficit and creating tens of thousands of new jobs. OCS leases off Alaska’s coast have already generated billions of dollars to the federal treasury. In addition, OCS gas discoveries would significantly improve the long-term economic viability of the proposed gas pipeline from the North Slope to the Lower 48. To become a reality, the pipeline requires additional gas reserves beyond what has already been discovered onshore. 
With its enormous potential reserves, the OCS can sustain Alaska’s economy for generations. According to a University of Alaska study, OCS production could provide an annual average of 35,000 additional jobs within the state for 50 years and $72 billion in new payroll. 
The public interest should compel the Obama administration to move forward with policy that encourages job creation, supports national energy security while growing the economy, and providing the nation with much needed domestic energy supplies. 


In concluding, RDC has a high level of confidence that exploration and development can occur safely in the Arctic and that mitigation measures can be put in place to address most concerns. Development can occur responsibly and without harm to polar bears and other species. 


Alaska has a bright future and has much to contribute to the nation with its abundant natural resources. All that is required are policies and key decisions from Washington encouraging development of these resources. 



RDC will be submitting more detailed comments before the end of the month. Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments.
