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Good evening. My name is Carl Portman, Deputy Director of the Resource Development Council. RDC strongly urges the Bureau of Land Management to move forward with a comprehensive plan that allows for expanded oil and gas exploration and development in NPR-A, as well as infrastructure development to carry offshore oil and gas resources from the Chukchi Sea to the Trans-Alaska Pipeline System (TAPS). 
RDC is a statewide, non-profit, business association comprised of individuals and companies from Alaska’s oil and gas, mining, timber, tourism and fisheries industries.  Our membership also includes Native regional and village corporations, local governments, organized labor and industry support firms.  RDC’s mission is to help grow Alaska’s economy through the responsible development of natural resources.
Given NPR-A is a petroleum reserve, BLM should manage the area in a manner that facilities oil and gas production and the development of vital infrastructure for both onshore and offshore development. The significant enlargement of Special Areas and proposed Wild and Scenic River designations, as recommended in Alternative B, could affect the ability of onshore and offshore operators in federal and state waters to lease areas for development, as well as build and operate infrastructure necessary to transport oil and gas in an efficient manner to market.  In addition, such designations would likely diminish the potential recovery of much needed energy resources for Alaska and the nation. 
Alaska and the federal government have already designated significant portions of the state for conservation purposes.  In fact, Alaska contains 90 percent of all national park lands, more than 80 percent of national wildlife refuge lands, and more than half of all federally-designated Wilderness. The Special Areas proposed for NPR-A are essentially de-facto wilderness that could block exploration of some of the most prospective areas of the energy reserve or its Special Areas.
Although the IAP acknowledges that land management practices in NPR-A should provide for necessary pipelines and other infrastructure to carry offshore resources to TAPS, each of the proposed alternatives include significant restrictions which could inhibit or even preclude permitting and construction of pipelines across the reserve. 
A pipeline is essential to deliver oil from the Chukchi Sea to TAPS. The potential reserves offshore could reduce the nation’s trade deficit by $25 billion annually, generate more than $193 billion in government revenues, create an annual average of 55,000 new jobs, $145 billion in new payroll, and add more than one million barrels per day to TAPS – Alaska’s economic lifeline.
With regard to state leases in the Beaufort Sea directly north of the NPR-A coastal plain, RDC is concerned that development of these state assets could be hindered or precluded by the designation of Special Areas spanning the coastline. The Draft IAP/EIS currently precludes a pipeline corridor through the Special Areas, potentially stranding offshore reserves. The IAP/EIS must provide for a pipeline corridor into the petroleum reserve for the efficient transport of resources to market. Industry has proven responsible development can occur in sensitive areas. 

NPR-A is not only rich in oil and gas resources, it contains world-class coal deposits and has promising mineral prospects. Given the importance of these resources to the nation, RDC supports opening NPR-A to mineral entry, as well as industrial mineral and coal leasing. We understand BLM does not have the authority to open the energy reserve to mineral entry, however, it can encourage the Secretary of Interior to make such a recommendation to Congress.  Ironically, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service does not have the authority to designate Wilderness in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, yet under a current planning process it is actively considering new Wilderness designations inside the refuge and has said it has the authority through the Secretary to make such a recommendation to Congress. If that is indeed the case, then BLM should pursue a similar approach for opening NPR-A to mineral entry. Such an option should be included in the IAP/EIS. 

In conclusion, RDC supports Alternative D and encourages BLM to significantly expand oil and gas leasing in the petroleum reserve, especially in its highest prospective areas, with surface protections that mitigate impacts but do not preclude development of onshore and offshore resources in the Beaufort and Chukchi seas, nor the transport of those resources directly to and through the energy reserve. 
Please allow the petroleum reserve to be a true petroleum reserve.


Thank you for the opportunity to testify on the IAP and we will submit more detailed comments in writing.
