John Goll, Regional Director

Alaska OCS Region

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement

3801 Centerpoint Drive, Suite 500

Anchorage, Alaska 99503

RE:  Chukchi Sea Draft SEIS – Allow Responsible Access to Alaska’s Resources 

Dear Mr. Goll:

I am writing to express my support for the planned oil and gas development of Lease Sale 193 in the Chukchi Sea off the coast of Alaska.

The draft supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) recently released by the federal government properly addresses all concerns expressed by the U.S. District Court in Alaska. Thus, it is my hope that the federal government will finally approve the responsible development of the Chukchi’s abundant oil and natural gas resources.

It is important that the federal government brings Alaska’s vast oil and natural gas reserves back online. Jobs in Alaska and across the nation depend on the opportunities that offshore oil and gas production can and will provide. In fact, a study by the University of Alaska found that new offshore energy production in the state of Alaska would produce an annual average of 35,000 jobs – both directly and indirectly generated by increased offshore production – over the next 50 years for the state of Alaska alone, with a total payroll of $72 billion (2007) over the 50-year period.  

Further, new offshore oil and gas development in Alaska will stimulate America’s economic recovery by generating thousands of new, high-paying jobs throughout the 50 states, from steel and pipe manufacturers in the Midwest, to shipping on the coasts, to advanced computer technology in California and Seattle, to Union Labor for pipeline construction and maintenance.

In conclusion, I strongly believe that the federal government should move forward with the SEIS process and the development of Lease Sale 193 in the Chukchi, as well as pave the way for the State of Alaska to receive a portion of the proceeds from such development through revenue sharing. 

Now is the time to promote policies that encourage job creation while growing the economy and providing the nation with much needed U.S. energy supplies. 

Mr. Goll, as you know, I have worked on Alaska resource issues since 1978 including numerous detailed studies as a contractor the US Department of Energy and the state of Alaska reviewing and analyzing Alaska North Slope Oil and Gas Resources. The future of the state of Alaska is in critical danger of economic collapse if oil and gas development continues to be stopped by anti-development agendas that are without merit and clearly put forth to delay at any cost the benefits of responsible development of the nations resources. I urge you to move forward with the development of Chukchi Sea resources and to move forward with opening the Coastal Plain of the ANWR for development. The benefits to the nation in terms of domestic energy resources, balance of trade imbalance, and support to the US economy at minimal impact to the environment are imperative.    .  

Sincerely,

Charles P. Thomas, PhD

8010 E. Vassar Drive 

Denver, CO 80231
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