Memorandum
To: Regional Supervisor, Leasing and Environment
Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement
3801 Centerpoint Drive, Suite 500
Anchorage, AK, 99503
From:  Dave Harbour, Regulatory Commission of Alaska (Retired), 2440 E. Tudor Road, PMB #463, Anchorage, Alaska, 99507

Subject: Shell’s 2011 Beaufort Sea Exploration Plan and the Oil Discharge Prevention and Contingency Plan (ODPCP)

Date: December 20, 2010

You have sufficient evidence in your record to justify immediate approval of Shell’s Beaufort Sea Exploration Plan and the Oil Discharge Prevention and Contingency Plan.  Taking action now – before January 1, 2011 – to approve these plans could enable a 2011 Beaufort Sea exploration program to occur.  

If, in spite of your strong record, you do not act timely to approve these plans, Shell’s 2011 program could be jeopardized.  A demobilization of the 2011 program would threaten the economic survival of Alaska.  Alaska’s future is threatened if new volumes of Beaufort Sea petroleum into the Trans Alaska Pipeline are blocked or delayed.

This action on the part of your agency, therefore, has more massive impact than the simple approval or disapproval of a permit: Alaska’s security and the national security are at risk.

Please act quickly.  Acting timely in this case will not be at the expense of an insufficient record.  Acting expeditiously will serve the public interest.  

