NPR-A Testimony
GOOD EVENING…
MY NAME IS JEFF TURNER… STAFF FOR ALASKA REPRESENTATIVE CHARISSE MILLETT. REPRESENTATIVE MILLETT COULD NOT BE HERE TONIGHT DUE TO A LONG PLANNED FAMILY VACATION SO I AM PROVIDING HER TESTIMONY

THE NATIONAL PETROLEUM RESERVE ALASKA WAS CREATED SPECIFICALLY FOR OIL AND GAS DEVELOPMENT
THAT IS WHY REPRESENTATIVE MILLETT SUPPORTS ALTERNATIVE D IN THE BLM’S DRAFT INTEGRATED ACTIVITY PLAN AND ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT
FIRST OF ALL… ALTERNATIVE D RECOGNIZES WHY THE RESERVE WAS CREATED IN THE FIRST PLACE
OPENING THE ENTIRE REFUGE TO PETROLEUM EXPLORATION, ALONG WITH EXPLORATION IN THE CHUKCHI SEA CAN USHER IN A NEW ERA OF NORTH SLOPE OIL PRODUCTION 

THROUGHPUT IN THE TRANS-ALASKA PIPELINE SYSTEM IS NOW 600,00 BARRELS A DAY, DOWN FROM TWO MILLION A DAY… AND THERE ARE NO NEW FIELDS COMING ON LINE THAT CAN REVERSE THAT DECLINE CURVE.

OUR STATE’S ECONOMY WILL BE IN SERIOUS TROUBLE SOONER RATHER THAN LATER IF WE DON’T START RESPONSIBLY DEVELOPING ALL AREAS ON THE NORTH SLOPE… INCLUDING NPR-A.
SHE ALSO URGES BLM TO REFRAIN FROM PLACING ANY SURFACE PROTECTION RESTRICTIONS THAT STOP THE TRANSPORTATION OF OIL AND GAS FROM THE CHUKCHI SEA TO TAPS.
THOSE KINDS OF SURFACE RESTRICTIONS ALSO GO AGAINST WHAT THE REFUGE WAS CREATED FOR.
TECHNOLOGY HAS GREATLY REDUCED THE DEVELOPMENT FOOTPRINT TO THE POINT THAT SURFACE RESOURCES WILL BE PROTECTED

THE OTHER ALTERNATIVES IN THE DRAFT PLAN SEEM TO SHIFT NPR-A’S MANAGEMENT FROM MULTIPLE USES TO CONSERVATION AND THAT IS NOT WHAT THE REFUGE WAS CREATED FOR.
OIL AND GAS DEVELOPMENT AND MINERAL DEVELOPMENT IN NPR-A CAN CREATE NEW JOBS, BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES, NEW FEDERAL REVENUE. THAT IS GOOD FOR ALASKA AND THE ENTIRE COUNTRY.

BEFORE I FINISH REPRESENTATIVE MILLETT WOULD LIKE TO POINT OUT ANOTHER ISSUE REGARDING RESPONSIBLE MANAGEMENT OF THE SURFACE RESOURCES IN NPR-A…

THERE ARE 100 OR SO OIL AND GAS WELLS DRILLED IN THE RESERVE BY THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT DECADES AGO THAT HAVE NEVER BEEN PROPORLY PLUGGED ACCORDING TO AOGCC STANDARDS.

THESE WELL SITES, KNOWN AS LEGACY WELLS  ARE LEAKING NATURAL GAS, ARE LITTERED WITH SCRAP METAL AND OTHER DEBRIS AND ARE A THREAT TO THE FISH, MAMMALS, BIRDS AND GROUNDWATER IN NPR-A.

THE WELLS ARE BEING PLUGGED BUT AT A RATE OF ONLY A FEW PER YEAR. A PRIVATE OIL AND GAS COMPANY WOULD NEVER BE ALLOWED TO GET AWAY WITH THIS.

ANY DISCUSSION ABOUT PRESERVING THE SURFACE RESOURCES IN NPR-A SHOULD BEGIN WITH A DISCUSSION OF THE LEGACY WELLS.

REPRESENTATIVE MILLETT INTRODUCED HJR 29 LAST SESSION.

IT URGES BLM TO ADOPT AN AGGRESSIVE CLEAN UP PLAN FOR THE LEGACY WELLS BEFORE MORE DAMAGE IS DONE TO THE RESERVE AND IT PASSED WITH OVERWHELMING SUPPORT.
I HAVE A COPY OF THE RESOLUTION HERE AND WOULD BE HAPPY TO SHARE IT WITH ALL OF YOU.

THANKS FOR LISTENING TO REPRESENTIVE MILLETT’S TESTIMONY.

