John Goll, Regional Director, Alaska OCS Region

November 29, 2010

Mr. John Goll

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement

3801 Centerpoint Drive, Suite 500

Anchorage, Alaska 99503

RE:  Chukchi Sea Draft SEIS – Allow Responsible Access to Alaska’s Resources 

Dear Mr. Goll:

I support the planned oil and gas development of Lease Sale 193 in the shallow Chukchi Sea off the coast of Alaska. The draft supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) released by the federal government addresses the U.S. District Court in Alaska concerns. It is important to Alaska that the federal government allow development of its oil and natural gas reserves. There were 30 exploration wells drilled in the Beaufort Sea Outer Continental Shelf and five wells drilled without incident in the Chukchi during the 1980s.

The North Slope Borough residents benefit directly with responsible oil and gas exploration and development.  Because of oil and gas exploration and development, the NSB has been able to assist the villages obtain a higher standard of living with development of local schools and public services that include health and education.  Onshore development has even brought gas to the remote village of Nuiqsut.

On a larger scale, Alaskans are dependent on resource development, in this instance, specifically and dramatically.  On a continuum, the U.S. relies on a source of domestic oil/gas production and supply.  More oil and gas supplies are needed to maintain the TransAlaska Pipeline System as oil production is declining.

The Chukchi and Beaufort Seas have been responsibly studied and put before public reviews following federal and state regulations.  The process has been followed.

Alaska has the right to develop its natural resources as much as any of the other 49 states.  More than 50 years have elapsed since Statehood.  As you know, Mr. Goll, Alaskans are environmentally sensitive!  We are educated, mature and understand our onshore and offshore environments.  We live here and know what we are talking about … the actor/activist Ted Danson does not.

Jobs in Alaska and across the nation depend on the opportunities that offshore oil and gas production can and will provide. A University of Alaska study found that new offshore energy production in the state of Alaska would produce an annual average of 35,000 jobs – both directly and indirectly generated by increased offshore production – over the next 50 years for the state of Alaska alone, with a total payroll of $72 billion (2007) over the 50-year period.  

New offshore oil and gas development in Alaska will stimulate America’s economic recovery by generating thousands of new, high-paying jobs throughout the 50 states.
The federal government should conclude the SEIS process and the development of Lease Sale 193 in the Chukchi.  Alaska needs its revenue sharing portion through development. The nation needs domestic oil and gas for security and to grow the economy. 
Sincerely,
Kaye Laughlin

Kaye Laughlin - 10719 Tradition Avenue - Tradition Eagle River - Alaska 99577
