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December 20, 2010

Regional Supervisor, Field Operations

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement

3801 Centerpoint Dr. Ste 500

Anchorage, AK  99503

The United States needs oil and gas to sustain our economy and provide for our national security. We are at an important juncture; one at which we should be looking to the future for our rising generation. In order to provide for a strong economy and healthy environment we need to encourage exploration of our national resource base. We can develop Alaska’s Arctic resources while protecting the environment and the communities that reside close by. Doing so can meet the energy needs of our nation and provide opportunities for communities, families, and most important our youth.

 “According to a study by the University of Alaska’s Institute of Social and Economic Research University, new offshore energy production in the state of Alaska would produce an annual average of 35,000 jobs and total payroll of more than $72 billion over the next 50 years.”
 

 “New offshore oil and gas development in Alaska would also generate thousands of new, high-paying jobs throughout the 50 states, including steel and pipe manufacturers in the Midwest, shipping on the coasts, advanced computer technology in California and Seattle, and union labor for pipeline construction and maintenance.”
 

 “Not developing our offshore natural resources is projected to cost energy intensive industries nearly 13 million jobs and cumulatively decrease the nation’s real disposable income by $2.34 trillion, according to a new report issued by the National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners.”

 “The industry supports jobs not just in exploring, producing, refining, transporting and marketing oil and natural gas, but also through the purchases it makes of other goods and services that support industry’s operations. Equipment suppliers, construction companies, management specialists, and food service businesses are all a strong link in the industry.”

Please consider the importance of this decision and its impact on Alaska and the Nation. We can develop our natural resource responsibly under some of the highest environmental standards on the planet.   
Thank you 
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Representative Mark Neuman

Co Chair House Resource Committee
Alaska State Legislature
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