24 May 2012
Dear NPR-A Planning Team:
RE: IAP/EIS for National Petroleum Reserve - Alaska 

I support Alternative D allowing BLM to offer all of the NPR-A for responsible oil and gas leasing.

My name is Maynard Tapp, and I am a partner in a small business, Hawk Consultants, LLC.  We provide supplemental personnel to the oil and gas industry here in Alaska. We are an Alaskan company founded here in 1985. We lost 50 employees jobs in 2009. We are also a member of the Alaska Support Industry Alliance which is an organization representing over 400 member businesses and their more than 35,000 Alaskan employees.

We believe that the NPR-A should be made available for oil and gas exploration and development for the following reasons:
The United States is in a vulnerable position related to world energy consumption. Oil imports have risen by 20% over the last few years. At the same time U.S. oil production has declined by 14-16%. We continue to import over 59% of our oil. Where and what is our energy policy?  Opposition to oil and gas exploration and production here in Alaska, impacts jobs here in Alaska, and in the L-48. It is also a threat to our nation’s security. 
We are not taking away the land, we are merely borrowing it for a few years. When we leave, and we return the land to Mother Nature, she will finish the job. I believe this because of the grass that grows through my asphalt driveway no matter how hard I try to eliminate it.
Technological development of new energy sources such as fuel-cell technology; natural gas new technologies; wind, wave and solar technologies are decades away from meeting our growing national energy needs. The United States will lead the development of these new sources of energy, however, it can't happen overnight. 

Can we accept a vulnerable and subservient position relative to our country’s energy needs?  Why should the American people accept a damaged economy.  Wars have started over problems less than this. We must always be in a position of strength, energy independence, flexibility, and sustainability when it comes to our national security. Energy is the foundation of our independence and strength in the world.

Seventy percent of all Alaskans including the Alaskan Native community supports environmentally responsible development of Alaska’s oil and gas resources.  We are all citizens of this state and care deeply for its environment and its citizens.  Remember, even the oil & gas companies are made up of people who are environmentally sensitive and love Alaska.

Exploration & Production from NPRA is a “win-win-win” for Alaska and the United States of America. (Oil Revenues for the govt.-Energy independence for our security-Jobs in a stagnant economy)
Again in summary, I support Alternative D allowing BLM to offer all of the NPR-A for responsible oil and gas leasing.

Thank-you for the opportunity to speak.

