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Alaska State Legislature
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November 29, 2010
John Goll

Regional Director, Alaska OCS Bureau
Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement

3801 Centerpoint Drive, Suite 500

Anchorage, Alaska, 99503-5820

Attn: Chukchi Sea Draft SEIS
Dear Mr. Goll,
I strongly support affirmation of Lease Sale 193 as held in 2008. I urge you to eliminate any further delays in allowing lease holders to develop Chukchi Sea interests. Companies paid top dollar for their Chukchi Sea leases in 2008, with the full expectation that the federal government would allow development already deemed in the best interests of Alaska and of the nation. Delays - including rescinding leases - discourage crucial new industry investment in Alaska.
Alaskan OCS development is critical to the state’s economic health. Delays are costing real jobs and generally discouraging investment in the face of growing uncertainties and higher risks. With eventual development – if plans meet the most stringent environmental and regulatory standards – Alaska’s rich OCS reserves may drive 35,000 additional jobs, annually, over 50 years, and would generate an estimated $72 billion in new payroll. Tapping into those 27 billion barrels of oil and 132 trillion cubic feet of natural gas would secure Alaska’s economic health through a new generation of support industries, jobs and modest tax revenues, while funneling billions into the federal treasury.
The United States already imports more than 60 percent of its oil, refusing to tap extraordinarily rich resources within its own bounds. This risks financial and political security in a global game of prices and production, manipulated by foreign leaders in direct competition with the private sector oil and gas interests based here at home. If there ever was a time to promote responsible, active drilling, it is now.
We can, as numerous projects and companies have demonstrated, produce resources without compromising the environment and subsistence lifestyles prized in Alaska. I urge prompt approval of Chukchi Sea lease development, and affirmation of the 2008 Lease Sale 193, an action clearly supported by BOEMRE’s supplement to the EIS.
Sincerely,
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Representative Mike Hawker

House Finance Committee Co-Chairman

Alaska State Legislature, House District 32
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