FERC Staff Update for Gas Staff Subcommittee – Richard Foley, FERC Staff  - 2/3/2013
November 15, 2012 

FERC Takes Next Step in Gas-Electric Coordination Initiative - - FERC staff and the nation’s regional grid operators required to report on coordination efforts and activities during 2013, including quarterly FERC Staff Reports through 2014.
December 7, 2012 

FERC staff announced a technical conference on Coordination between Natural Gas and Electricity Markets for February 13, 2013 specifically to elicit input pertaining to information sharing and communications issues between natural gas and electric power industry entities.
January 23, 2113 
The staff of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission has prepared a report examining potential changes to LNGFIRE3, the solid flame model required by the U.S. Department of Transportation’s regulations.  “ Recommended Parameters For Solid Flame Models For Land Based Liquefied Natural Gas Spills “ -  Any person wishing to comment on the report may do so.  The comment period is 30 days and ends on February 22, 2013.
December 20, 2012 

FERC issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking Seeking Comments on Revisions to the FERC Regulations concerning Auxiliary Installations, Replacement Facilities, and Siting and Maintenance for Natural Gas Facilities.  This is in Docket No. RM12-11-000.  Comments are due on March 5, 2013 ;  BUT a Rehearing Request was filed, so this is just a summary and I ask that you follow the public record if you are interested.
In response to a request by the Interstate Natural Gas Association of America that the Commission clarify its section 2.55(a) regulations covering the installation of auxiliary facilities, the Commission is proposing to revise its regulations to clarify and specify that all auxiliary facilities must be located within an existing right-of-way and use the same work spaces used for the construction of the existing facilities. 

In addition, the Commission notes that property owners with existing gas facilities on their land have contacted Commission staff to complain about companies coming onto their property without any advance notification. In response, the Commission is proposing to impose a landowner notification requirement on companies that install or replace facilities under section 2.55 or undertake any siting or maintenance activities under section 380.15.
DETAILS
Commission proposes to revise section 2.55(a) covering auxiliary installations to clarify that auxiliary facilities must be located within the certificated permanent right-of-way or authorized facility site and must use the same temporary work space that was used to construct the existing facilities.  
In section 2.55(b) regarding replacement of facilities some word-smithing with respect to changing the phrase “original facility” to “existing facility”.
Finally, Commission proposes to add landowner notification requirements stated in a proposed section 2.55(c) for construction activities conducted under section 2.55(a) auxiliary installations and 2.55(b) replacement facilities, as well as for any jurisdictional activities undertaken to meet the siting and maintenance requirements of section 380.15 of the Commission’s regulations.  Section 380.15 are general siting requirements which include ongoing vegetation maintenance obligations and a proposed section 380.15(c) would be added listing the landowner notification requirements.

For both proposed section 2.55(c) and section 380.15(c) pipelines would have to :

Make a good faith effort to notify in writing to all affected landowners and property abutters regarding siting, construction, or maintenance activity within the right-of-way at least 10 days prior to commencing any such activity.  A landowner may waive the 10-day prior notice requirement in writing as long as the notice has been provided so the work could begin sooner.
The notification shall include at least:
(i) A brief description of the activity and the effect the activity will have on the
     landowner's property;

(ii) The name and phone number of a company representative who is knowledgeable
      about the project; and

(iii) A description of the Commission’s Dispute Resolution Service Helpline and the
       Dispute Resolution Service Helpline phone number.
