Patrick D. Carter

PO Box 90973

Anchorage, Alaska 99509

December 21, 2010

Regional Supervisor, Leasing and Environment

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement

3801 Centerpoint Drive, Suite 500

Anchorage, AK, 99503

To whom it may concern:
I am writing to express my support for the approval and implementation of Shell’s 2011 revised Exploration Plan.  Our nation is far too dependent upon foreign oil and gas and it’s time to explore and develop our own natural resources.  There are those who might say that it too environmentally dangerous to drill in the arctic.  However, I would point out that there has never been an oil spill caused by a blowout from offshore exploration and production in Alaska or Canada.  The history of offshore operations demonstrate the fact that large spills are extremely rare.  While we can minimize the risks of exploring for energy we cannot reduce those risks to zero.  Shell’s exploration plan is well thought-out with mindful concern for the environmental considerations of the Arctic.
The development of oil and natural gas resources in the Beaufort Sea is crucial to America freeing itself from the dependence on foreign oil & gas.  It’s also crucial to Alaska’s economic survival.  Tens of thousands of American jobs are reliant upon Alaska’s oil and gas industry which infuse over $6 billion into the economy.  Recently Alaska’s oil and gas industry has experienced significant reductions in the workforce with our unemployment rate nudging upwards at nearly 9 percent;  the industry is in trouble and so is the economic survival  of many Alaskan families.

Hope for a strong economic future comes from the possibility of drilling in the Beaufort Sea.  A University of Alaska study predicts the generation of 35,000 Alaska jobs alone—not counting the thousands of jobs in the rest of the nation.  The payroll will range in the billions over the next 50 years.  If drilling is not permitted in this area, we will instead see the elimination of over 13 million jobs nationwide and see our national treasury lose over $2 trillion, according to the National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners.

In conclusion, I respectfully encourage you to move forward with oil & gas exploration in the Beaufort Sea.  Alaskans are ready to take on the task that will not only ensure the economic stability of the state itself, but for the entire nation. Our country depends on resource development in order to run our vehicles, heat our homes, and build roads and maintain infrastructure. Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
Patrick D. Carter

