June 4, 2010

Ms. Sharon Seim

Planning Team Leader

Arctic National Wildlife Refuge

101 12th Avenue, Room 236

Fairbanks, AK 99701

Re: Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) Comprehensive Conservation Plan (CCP)
Dear Ms. Seim:

The actions you take in updating the Comprehensive Conservation Plan (CCP) for the Arctic National Wildlife Range (ANWR) could dramatically impact (1) America’s well being; (2) Alaska’s survival;  and, (3) the proper, continuing implementation of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA).
As Speaker of the Alaska State House of Representatives, I offer this personal perspective and urge you to take no action that would further impede access to ANWR’s estimated oil and gas resources. 

America’s Well being.  With the current Gulf of Mexico tragedy affecting domestic energy production, producing on-shore, estimated reserves of ANWR could augment domestic production.  Increasing domestic production results in fewer foreign oil imports.  Lowering demand for foreign oil will decrease our balance of payments deficit, reverse the outsourcing of thousands of American jobs, reduce ocean-going tanker traffic and enhance national security.

Alaska’s Survival.  Alaska’s statehood compact rests on its ability to produce its own natural resources and share in the production of resource extraction from federal lands.  With diminished Prudhoe Bay production, Alaska’s rural and urban citizens must rely for future jobs and government services on oil and gas production from federal, as well as state lands.  The most prospective public land areas are ANWR and Alaska’s OCS (mostly shallow water) areas.  To not responsibly pursue these economic lifelines will imperil the lifestyles, and even the existence, of most Alaskans.
ANCSA.  The Congressionally-created web of Alaska Native village and regional corporations partly depends on natural resource revenue-sharing provisions.  Alaska Natives could be beneficiaries of successful ANWR exploration and production in the 1002 area.  To not permit access to this resource would be inconsistent with the intent of both ANCSA and the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act (ANILCA).
I appreciate your including my comments as part of the public record regarding the ANWR Comprehensive Conservation Plan.  Please do not hesitate to call me if I can provide further information or clarification regarding my comments.

Sincerely,

s/ Representative Mike Chenault
Representative Mike Chenault

Speaker, Alaska State House of Representatives
