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August 24, 2012 

The Honorable Jeff Bingaman 
Chairman 
Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources 
United States Senate 
304 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Chairman Bingaman and Chairman Hastings, 

The Honorable Doc Hastings 
Chairman 
Committee on Natural Resources 
United States House of Representatives 
1324 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

At a press conference recendy, Interior Secretary Ken Salazar blamed Shell Oil for the delays in 
drilling exploration wells in the Beaufort and Chukchi Seas. 

This premise is patendy false. The attachment clearly displays a pattern of federal obstruction 
designed to prevent development of Alaska's abundant resource base. 

Decisions by the federal administration have negatively impacted Alaska's economy and, in fact, the 
entire nation. Repeated federal actions have led to coundess delays, as every lease sale proposed in 
the Arctic Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) has been canceled by the Obama Administration, with the 
exception of one, which was delayed. 

At this critical juncture, Alaska is prepared to supply our nation with employment as well as a secure 
source of domestic energy, only to be thwarted repeatedly by federal actions designed to impede our 
progress. 

Evidence shows the blame lies not with industry, but with the Obama Administration's agenda to 
prevent oil and gas production on federal lands. 

Alaskans appreciate your strong leadership in restoring American jobs and American energy. 

Enclosure 

cc: The Honorable Lisa Murkowski, United States Senate 
The Honorable Mark Begich, United States Senate 
The Honorable Don Young, United States House of Representatives 



JOBS DELAYED
 are JOBS DENIED

T H E  O B A M A  L E G A C Y
Since taking office in 2009, President Obama has waged a war on American jobs, canceling or 
delaying energy production from the U.S. Outer Continental Shelf. From the Gulf of Mexico to 
the Beaufort Sea, the Obama Administration has derailed 10 of 15 lease sales approved under the 
Bush Administration. Here are a few examples of these delays:

February, 2009

September, 2009

February, 2010

Secretary of Interior Salazar delays the 
Bush Administration 5-year plan for oil and 
natural gas development on the U.S. Outer 
Continental Shelf.

State of Alaska submits comments on the 
draft OCS Oil and Gas Leasing Program, 
encouraging development of Alaska’s OCS.

September, 2009
Secretary Salazar states the Obama 
Administration may not complete a new OCS 
lease plan until 2012.

President releases his 2011 budget proposal 
showing revenue from new OCS leasing 
declining from $1.5 billion in 2009 to $413 
million in 2015.

March, 2010
Secretary Salazar confirms the Administration 
will not put in place a new OCS lease plan until 
2012, resulting in no new production during 
President Obama’s term.

July, 2010
The date new areas would be available for leasing 
under the original plan, prior to the Obama 
Moratorium.

September, 2010
State of Alaska files suit against Secretary Salazar to 
overturn Alaska OCS drilling ban, citing failure to consult 
with state officials or recognize economic implications.

December, 2010
Obama Administration reinstates ban on offshore 
drilling, placing entire Pacific, Atlantic, Eastern Gulf and 
most of Alaska off limits until 2017.

October, 2011
BOEM reaffirms one lease sale: OCS 193.

November, 2011
Department of Interior announces new draft of 2012-
17 lease plan that closes most of OCS to new energy 
production. Allows leases only in areas already open.

April, 2012
President Obama plans to mandate ocean zoning through 
National Ocean Policy threatens Alaska’s sovereignty.

March, 2012
Department of Energy releases updated data showing 
President Obama’s anti-energy policies are starting to 
take effect as Alaska’s total fossil fuel production drops 
by seven percent.

June, 2012
Salazar announces targeted leasing in Arctic, but not 
until 2016-2017, a four-year delay from what had been 
previously scheduled.
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Western Gulf of Mexico [No. 204]

Central Gulf of Mexico [No. 205]

Chukchi Sea [No. 193]

Central Gulf of Mexico [No. 206]

Eastern Gulf of Mexico [No. 224]

Western Gulf of Mexico [No. 207]

Central Gulf of Mexico [No. 208]

Beaufort Sea [No. 209]

Western Gulf of Mexico [No. 210]

Cook Inlet [No. 211]

Chukchi Sea [No. 212]

Central Gulf of Mexico [No. 213]

Western Gulf of Mexico [No. 215]

Central Gulf of Mexico [No. 216]

Beaufort Sea [No. 217]

North Aleutian Basin [No. 214]

Western Gulf of Mexico [218]

Cook Inlet [No. 219]

Mid-Atlantic [No. 220]

Chukchi Sea [No. 221]

Central Gulf of Mexico [No. 222]

President Obama Takes Office

LEASE SALE SCHEDULE
2007 - 2012

Proposed Final Program for 2007-2012, Outer Continental Shelf 
Oil and Gas Leasing Program
U.S. Department of the Interior
Minerals Management Service
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... and the cancelations begin.

JOBS DELAYED
 are JOBS DENIED

T H E  O B A M A  L E G A C Y

Offshore Areas Open for Drilling when 
President Obama Took Office

Offshore Areas Blocked for Drilling under 
President Obama’s Draft 2012-2017 Plan

Office of Governor

Sean Parnell
P.O. Box 110001, Juneau, AK 99811-0001
Phone: 907.465.3500, Fax: 907.465.3532

gov.alaska.gov

CANCELED 

CANCELED 

CANCELED 

CANCELED 

CANCELED 

DELAYED

CANCELED 

CANCELED 

CANCELED 

CANCELED 


	Letter_082412.pdf
	Jobs Delayed Are Jobs Denied [FINAL]

